
09.00-09.30 Morning has broken!
Nærleiken Kindergarten, Førde
Folk singer Kari Malmanger will take you into the big wood, 
where you’ll meet the rocking wood sprite, a troll, a prince, a 
wolf, a bear and many other animals. Age: 3 years and above

18.00 Let’s go on a camping trip! 
Sunnfjord Museum
Come and join us and the Children’s Hiking Association
in a celebration of the Outdoor Year with a trip round Mostien, 
with camping, a campfire atmosphere, food and music! In the 
evening two of our best local musicians, Synnøve S. Bjørset 
and Elin Grytting, will present “Weasel Bottom and the Giggling 
Goats”. We’ll spend the night in Sami tents or our own tents. 
More info at fordefestival.no. Age: All ages

18.30-19.00 Opening of the Festival Exhibition
Festplassen
The festival designer, Piotr Pucylo, has a special
eye for traditional instruments from around the world. This
year he’ll be exhibiting colourful prints in the park at 
Festplassen.

18.00-19.40 The Festival Film: Timbuktu
Lisjesalen, Førdehuset
French/Mauritanian drama. Minimum age 15 years. 
This Oscar-nominated film was named Film of the Year in 2014 
by French film critics. Timbuktu is a striking and humorous film 
about everyday life under militant Islamist occupation. Joint 
arrangement with Førde Cinema. See fordefestival.no.

20.00-21.00 Ulrika Bodén with Ahlberg, Ek and Roswall
Blomsterhagen Restaurant, Florø
We invite you to new festival experiences in Florø! This 
year you can look forward to beautiful folk songs and lively 
polskas with Ulrika Bodén, Emma Ahlberg, Daniel Ek and Niklas 
Roswall.

20.00-21.00 The Giorgos Xylouris Ensemble
Øren Hotel, Høyanger
Welcome to our very first festival concert in Høyanger!
Giorgos Xylouris is famous for his sensuous voice and
brilliant laouto playing, offering songs and dances from 
the Cretan mountains. With a Greek-inspired menu in the 
restaurant, there’ll be a great taverna atmosphere.

08.30-09.00 Morning has broken!
Sunnfjord Museum
Come and enjoy the fresh morning air with Synnøve
S. Bjørset, Elin Grytting and their fairy tales, songs and
stories from Sogn og Fjordane! Age: 3 years and above.

10.30-16.30  The Førde Conference 2015:
 Culture, Volunteering and Trust
Amfi Eikaas, Scandic Sunnfjord Hotel & Spa
Volunteering and participation in society are changing.
How does this affect our society? And are festivals and 
cultural life catalysts for the development of society?
Info at fordefestival.no

08.30-10.00 Festival Breakfast
Festplassen
With long tables, benches and a delicious breakfast buffet, we 
invite the whole town to a free festival breakfast in the open 
air. The Farmer’s Market and the Guild of Master Chefs will 
provide the food and drink, and the festival artists the music. 
The breakfast will be moved to Langebrutorget, under the 
Town Hall roof, if the weather’s bad. 

10.30-11.00 Festival Street Parade
Førdehuset to Førde Town Square
It’s a great feeling when a parade of music and
dance from the whole world streams through the town. We go 
from Førdehuset to the Town Square, where we invite you to 
a free gig with Basco from Denmark.
.
11.00-11.45 Basco
Torgscena, Førde Town Square
Basco are more than happy to borrow from Scandinavian, 
English, Scottish, Irish and North American music traditions in
creating their musical universe. This is atmospheric
folk music with a powerful personal touch! Free of charge. 

18.30-19.30  Janusz Prusinowski Kompania &
 Janusz Olejniczak
Festsalen, Førdehuset
With their own personal musical style, Janusz Prusinowski
Kompania forge a link between Polish traditional music and
Chopin’s classical masterpieces. And they’re bringing to Førde
the piano phenomenon Janusz Olejniczak, famous from the 
film The Pianist. 

18.30-19.30 Talent 2015
Teatersalen, Førdehuset
Under the leadership of Mahsa Vahdat and Andreas S. Ljones,
nine young folk music talents from Iran, Armenia and Norway
have exchanged music traditions and practised from morning 
to evening for barely a week They’ve made new friends and
they’re now ready for their first joint concert. This talent 
project is a cooperative effort with Concerts Norway and is 
supported by the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

20.30-22.00 Festival Gala
Idrettshallen, Førdehuset
In this celebration of music from around the world, we present 
a bunch of leading Norwegian and international performers: 
Rajery, Susanne Lundeng, Nomadic Voices, Ndima, Ulla 
Pirttijärvi & Ulda, Pilar Astola & Samvaad and Team Gløs Tøs.
Doors open at 20.00. Please come early
so people can enter smoothly and we can start on time. 

22.30-24.00 Dance in Førdehuset
Festsalen, Førdehuset
After a day of concerts and many new impressions, 
what better way to round it off than stepping out a 
reinlender, gliding through a waltz, or maybe you’d
prefer a pols? The Bjørkås Quintet will get your feet moving.

23.00-01.00 Columbi Egg
Hugleik Restaurant, Scandic Sunnfjord Hotel & Spa
Norway’s best folk music club has arrived with its
cordial host, Gabriel Fliflet. Tonight with: Fiddlers’ Bid,
Emilia Amper and the Linda Gytri Trio.

15.00-16.00 Driss el Maloumi Trio
Teatersalen, Førdehuset
The Oud magician Driss el Maloumi invites you to an intense
encounter between traditional Moroccan music and percussion
with its roots in Iran and Madagascar. Their precise interplay
oozes musical delight and gusto.

15.00-16.00 NRK Folk Tones
Torgscena
In collaboration with the regional broadcasting company, NRK 
Sogn og Fjordane, we present a fine bunch of folk musicians 
from the county: Gro Marie Svidal, Unni Løvlid and others, the 
Linda Gytri Trio and Firda Spelemannslag. Stian Sjursen Takle is 
your host. Free of charge.

09.00-09.30 Morning has broken!
Vieåsen Kindergarten, Tussero Section
Start the day in the open air and come along with folk singer 
Kari Malmanger to see the rocking wood sprite, the prince,
the wolf, the bear and many other animals
in the woods. Age: 3 years and above

10.30-11.30 Vietnam Water Puppetry
Langebrutorget, Sentrum Sør
Make sure you don’t miss one of the performances of this 
spectacular and exotic water puppet show, which we finally 
managed to bring to Førde. See the description under 
Thursday.

12.00-13.20 The Rajery Trio
Lunchtime Concert, Førde Town Hall
Rajery, the prince of the valiha, with his great devotion and
genuine delight, has spread poetic rhythms 
from Madagascar to the rest of the world. The trio’s beautiful 
harmonies and advanced string playing will transport you
to distant climes. On your journey you will be served
delicious food from Town Hall Chef Ståle Randal’s 
enticing kitchen. No discount for pass holders.

12.00-13.00  Susanne Lundeng:
 “Almost not quite like before”
Teatersalen, Førdehuset
Here Susanne Lundeng’s music will be inspired by her love of 
Northern Norway’s folk music traditions - traditions she may
partly have thought up herself. Alone on stage she can
be both self-ironic and profoundly serious. It’s all about 
North Norwegian nation-building, and a modern 
artist with a very personal voice.
Produced by: Riksscenen and the Førde Festival.

13.30-14.30 Dance 
Kathak-Flamenco
Teatersalen, Førdehuset
Mahua Shankar and Pilar Astola and their ensemble will 
bring you an exciting close encounter between the Indian 
Kathak and and the Spanish flamenco dances. These two very 
expressive dance traditions have more in common than you 
probably realise!

14.00-14.40 Children’s Performance: Dance, said the Fiddle!
Festsalen, Førdehuset
A little girl is taken as prisoner inside a mountain. With 
astuteness and guile, she tries to break free from the 
mountain king. Silje Onstad Hålien and Nina Fjeldet take us on 
an exciting journey to the kingdom of the sprites, accompanied 
by high kicks and fine fiddling in best Hardanger style!

14.00-14.30  Guided Tour: KjARTan Slettemark
 “The Art of being Art”
Sogn og Fjordane Museum of Fine Art
Using photographs, newspaper articles, etc., this exhibition 
reveals how Kjartan Slettemark put himself and his art in the 
public eye.

15.00-16.00  Benedicte Maurseth & Knut Hamre:
 Being Nothing
Haarklousalen, Førde Cultural School
After 24 years as a pupil of master fiddler Knut Hamre, 
Benedicte Maurseth realised that conversations with her 
master were just as important as her musical training. This 
realisation led to a book and the concert Being Nothing. 
Meet two distinguished Hardanger fiddlers as they play and 
converse. 

11.00-12.30 Festival Church Service
Førde Church
Service with music by Talent 2015.

11.30-13.00 Ndima
Teatersalen, Førdehuset
The members of Ndima belong to the Aka people, one of 
several pygmy tribes who live a nomadic life in the far north of 
the Republic of Congo. They have a wonderfully rich song and 
dance tradition regularly used for all kinds of village rituals. 
They are best known for their very unusual kind of yodelling, 
with techniques and vocals the world has scarcely ever heard. 
An exclusive experience for the whole family! 
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16.00-17.00 Vietnam Water Puppetry
Langebrutorget, Førde town centre
After years of planning, we’ve finally managed to bring this
spectacular water puppet show to Førde. The puppeteers and
puppets - and the specially built pool - come all the way from 
Vietnam. Dramatic stories and imaginative tales are performed 
to live music by puppets above and below water. A magnificent
spectacle for the whole family! And afterwards there will be
a thirty-minute backstage puppet demonstration.
With support of the Embassy of Viet Nam to Norway.

17.30-18.30 The Giorgos Xylouris Ensemble
Festsalen, Førdehuset
With his characteristic soft voice and his impressive
playing of the laouto - the Cretan lute - Giorgos
Xylouris & Co invite you to a Greek taverna atmosphere in 
Festsalen. Music, song and dance, all with their roots in the 
rich musical traditions of the Cretan mountains. The café will 
offer Greek-inspired titbits to complete the atmosphere. 

16.30-17.20 Villniss - The Seasons
Storsalen, Førdehuset
Dancing red shawls, snowflakes swirling to folk music rhythms
and a north wind blowing from all directions. In the midst of 
the universe of the dance group Villniss we find six inquisitive 
musicians and dancers meeting each other and themselves. 
The Seasons is a playful and evocative performance where the 
Villniss actors Andreas S. Ljones, Tuva Færden, Mari Midtli,
Anders Löfberg, Silje Onstad Hålien and Torkjell L. Børsheim
explore the power of nature and the changing seasons.

18.00-19.00 String 
Festsalen, Førdehuset
Four top musicians frolic on more than 80 strings when
they get together to explore the common features of
the Hardanger fiddle, nyckelharpa, sarangi and gadulka, which 
all have sympathetic strings. With Gro Marie Svidal, Emilia 
Amper, Murad Ali Khan and Peyo Peev. Compère: Bjørn Aksdal.

20.00-21.00 Frikar – GotoGuta World Premiere
Storsalen, Førdehuset
Fasten your seat belts! Frikar is back with a new bold
performance. Hallgrim Hansegård, Ådne Kolbjørnshus, Vetle
Springgard and Andris Hemsing will take you up to an 
imaginary mountain pathway where they’ll keep you on the 
edge of yourseat with their surreal antics. ‘GotoGuta’, Valdres 
dialect for ‘Backstreet Boys’, is a study in group dynamics 
and physicalcontact between boys. Exciting dance rhythms, 
Hardanger fiddleand things you’ve never seen before.
Producers: Frikar and the Førde Festival.

19.30-21.00 Opening Concert:
Idrettshallen, Førdehuset
Welcome to an evening in the company of Norwegian and 
international artists who will explore the differences and 
similarities between various musical traditions. Here you will 
be served with asty morsels from new productions by Vocal 
ConneXions with Unni Løvlid, Annie Ebrel, Julie Fowlis, Ulla 
Pirttijärvi, Gergana Dimitrova and Håkon Thelin. From the 
String ConneXions Project: Gro Marie Svidal, Emilia Amper and 
Peyo Peev. Also performing: Catrin Finch & Seckou Keita, Saïd 
El Maloumi and Houcine Baqir (Driss El Maloumi Trio), Fiddlers’ 
Bid, Noreum Machi and Frikar. Official opening by State 
Secretary Bjørgulv Vinje Borgundvaag. Doors open at 19.00. 
Please come early so people can enter smoothly and we can 
start on time!

21.30-23.30 Dance in Førdehuset
Festsalen, Førdehuset
Tonight you can swing to Norwegian dance music
by the Øyvind Sandum Trio and Greek rhythms by the
Giorgos Xylouris Ensemble. A festival pass/ticket for the
Opening Concert is valid for free admission.

22.00-24.00 A Taste of Morocco
with the Driss el Maloumi Trio
Hugleik Restaurant, Scandic Sunnfjord Hotel & Spa
Morocco has much to offer - delicious food and exciting music
and this evening you’ll be served with both. Driss
El Maloumi is a master of the oud, and serves up sparkling
musical gems with his two virtuoso percussionists. A chef from
the Marrakech Restaurant in Oslo has compiled
the Moroccan menu. No discount for pass holders.

23.00-01.30 Summer night at Jølster
Jølstra Museum, Vassenden
The intimate traditional houses in the Jølstra Museum welcome 
you to a new magical musical encounter. This year you can 
feast your ears on Knut and Ole Aastad Bråten, Emilia Amper, 
Samvaad, Julie Fowlis, musicians from Vietnam, and young 
talents from Iran, Armenia and Norway. Indre Sunnfjord 
Spelemannslag will play in the open. Sale of food and drink. 
Bus transport from Førdehuset at 22.15 and back afterwards 
is included in the ticket price.

13.30-14.30 INTRO-folk – Young Folk Musicians of the Year
Haarklousalen, Førde Cultural School
In INTRO-folk, six artists will be contesting for the title Young
Musician of the Year, and here two strong fiddle duos will be 
competing: the brothers Hans P. and Rasmus Kjorstad will 
challenge Bjørn Kåre Odde and Sivert Andreas Holmen. The 
winner will go through to the finals at Folkelarm 2015. Joint 
arrangement with FolkOrg.

13.30-14.30 Catrin Finch & Seckou Keita
Festsalen, Førdehuset
Catrin Finch and Seckou Keita’s debut album Clychau Dibon
made the duo the talk of the town in world music last year.
It topped all the international hit lists and their gigs
were sold out. Now it’s your turn to experience
this magically beautiful interplay between the Welsh harp,
concert harp and West African kora. 

21.00-22.45 Columbi Egg
Hugleik Restaurant, Scandic Sunnfjord Hotel & Spa
The ever-inspiring and good-humoured Bergen musician
Gabriel Fliflet creates a club atmosphere that’s on 
everyone’s lips. Tonight his guests are Ulrika Bodén
with Ahlgren, Ek and Roswall, Rajery and the Sandum Trio.
Minimum age 18 years.

21.00 Bus Trip with Festival Guide from Florø to Førde.
Take the festival bus to tonight’s big Celtic gig at
Festplassen in Førde (see below). More info and registration at
fordefestival.no. Return at 01.30.

19.30-20.30 Natacha Atlas
Idrettshallen, Førdehuset
Half Egyptian and half British, Natacha Atlas
has established herself as a bridge builder between cultures 
and music traditions. Since her career took off in the 90s, she 
has received much acclaim for her seamless mix of east and
west. Natacha Atlas has worked with names like Peter Gabriel
and Sinead O’Connor. She comes to Førde with her ten-man
acoustic band and a magnificent concert. Here you can enjoy
hypnotising rhythms, dance and the mystery of 1001 nights! 

21.00-22.00  Vocal
 Unni Løvlid with Singers
Førde Church
Powerful, atmospheric, new and old - all these words can
describe our first experience of the forceful voices of 
Unni Løvlid, Julie Fowlis, Annie Ebrel, Gergana Dimitrova (Eva 
Quartet) and Ulla Pirttijärvi together on stage. With Grete 
Pedersen (the Norwegian Soloists’ Choir) as producer, they 
will explore and challenge ornamentation, voice and melody in 
European folk song traditions. 

21.00-23.30 Dance in Førdehuset
Festsalen, Førdehuset
Put on your dancing shoes to the tones of Firda Spelemannslag,
Indre Sunnfjord Spelemannslag and the national festival winner
the Bjørkås Quintet.

11.00-11.45 Music in the Centre
Torgscena, Førde Town Square
From the festival stage in the town centre, you’ll be offered
short excerpts from the festival programme. Free of charge!

13.30-15.30 ‘Mystery Bike Tour: Ulrika Bodén
 with Ahlberg, Ek and Roswall
The Førde enthusiast Hans Jakob Reite will take you on a 
guided bike tour in the town centre, which will end up at a new 
festival arena. It’s intimate and homely - the perfect setting for
atmospheric Swedish folk music courtesy of Ulrika Bodén
and her musician friends. Start from Førdehuset. Contact
the Festival Office BEFORE 20 June to hire a bike.

12.00-13.30 Ulla Pirttijärvi & Ulda
Rytne Farm, Bygstad
Finnish Ulla Pirttijärvi-Länsman is one of the big
stars in Sapmis and here with her trio Ulda she will
offer new arrangements of the traditional Sami yoik. 
A perfect mix for the beautiful setting at the foot of 
Storehesten Mountain in Bygstad. Bus from Førdehuset at 
11.15 and back after the performance is included in the ticket 
price. Sale of food and drink.

12.00-13.00 Nomadic Voices
Roof Terrace, Sogn og Fjordane Museum of Fine Art
A magical encounter between music traditions from the 
Mongolian highlands and the mountains of Sardinia. Jew’s harp, 
throat singing and polyphonic singing in tenor - from a roof in 
town! Will be moved into the museum if the weather’s bad. The 
art exhibition will be open.

13.00-14.30 Family Sunday
Førdehuset
All ages are welcome to Førdehuset, which will be overflowing 
with music, song and dance from many lands. It’s all free today! 
The café and library will also be open. Detailed programme at 
fordefestival.no and on a notice in Førdehuset.

23.00-02.00 Celtic Night - Danú and Fiddlers’ Bid
Outdoor gig at Festplassen
Find a space in the park and enjoy a great night with two of
the best folk bands around: Danú from Ireland and Fiddlers’ 
Bid from Shetland at the same gig. When the musicians go off 
stage, DJ Darius Darek will let loose his global dance rhythms. 
If the weather’s bad, the gig will be moved indoors to Scandic 
Sunnfjord Hotel & Spa. Sale of food and drink. 

23.00-02.30 Festival 
Night
Festivalsalen and 
Barthold Bar, Scandic
Sunnfjord Hotel & Spa
A Norwegian and 
international dance 
party on two floors!
In the Barthold Bar, 
Sver will raise a musical 
toast to the party, 
the girls, music, and 
life! Their energetic 
interplay pumps life into 
weary souls
and showers the 
audience with health and happiness.
Here you’ll also find the young and energetic Team
Gløs Tøs, who always aim to inspire their audience to dance 
and sweat for all they’re worth! And maybe others will turn 
up… On the floor above, the top of the billing is Paulo Flores 
and suggestive semba music from Angola. Paulo Flores 
loves to invite his audiences to party, with semba
or other rhythms, so get on your best dancing shoes! 
Then it’s time for steamy desert blues from
Timbuktu in Mali. Khaira Arby and her band proudly
pass on a musical tradition which gets people
dancing the world over.

The Barthold Bar will be open from 21.30, and until the gigs
start, DJ Darius Darek will keep us going with multi-rhythmic
music from around the globe. Minimum age 20 years.

20
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12.00-13.00 The Linda Gytri Trio
Festsalen, Førdehuset
Linda Gytri’s music goes from heart to heart. Joyful breezes
in the midst of melancholy reflection. With the Finnish
piano legend Timo Alakotila and top bassist Anders
Bitustøyl on board, she released Audire earlier this year. 
The title means listen, which there’s every reason
to do when these three great musicians are on stage. 

12.30-13.00 Vietnam Water Puppetry
Langebrutorget, Førde town centre
Final performance of the spectacular water puppet show 
from Vietnam. See the description under Thursday.

15.00-16.00 Totó La Momposina
Festplassen
Meet legendary Totó La Momposina from Colombia! She’s
one of the musicians who have made cumbia, which is Afro-
Colombian rhythms with roots in African, Latin American Indian 
and Spanish culture, into one of the world’s most popular 
music genres. At 74 years old, Totó is still touring with her 
nine-man band. And even though the musicians sparkle, there 
is little doubt who is the star of the show.

17.00-18.00 Noreum Machi
Storsalen, Førdehuset
High intensity percussion combined with folk songs and 
dances have made Noreum Machi one of the most popular
Korean folk bands in the world. With old material
and traditional instruments, Noreum Machi have created a new
and audience-friendly performance that is as fascinating
as it is spectacular! In cooperation with KAMS.

17.30-19.30 Tones & Tapas
Hjarterommet, Sentrum Sør
Welcome to the colourful Hjarterommet (Heart Room), a 
beautiful and intimate setting for the duo Sarah-Jane Summers 
and Juhani Silvola. They will serve cleverly arranged Celtic-
inspired melodies to tapas from chef Christel Eide’s “My Little 
Kitchen”. This is therapy for body and soul! No discount for 
pass holders. 

13.00-13.30 706 Metres above Sea Level: Nomadic Voices
Hafstadfjellet
The panoramic views from Hafstadfjellet Mountain will add 
a magical dimension to Nomadic Voices, a powerful musical 
encounter between two ancient music traditions: Jew’s harp 
and throat singing from the Mongolian highlands and 
male voice polyphonic songs from the Sardinian mountains. 
Indre Sunnfjord Hiking Association will be our guide.  Bus 
transport at 10.45 from Langebrutorget. Walk up to the top. 
After the performance we’ll walk to Bruland and return by 
bus to Førde. 

15.00-16.00 Otava Yo
Idrettshallen, Førdehuset
Otava Yo transform traditional Russian folk melodies to
lively, happy and danceable music. They give us glimpses
of life in the Russian countryside where love, celebrations, 
melancholy and wild behaviour combine into a kind of surreal 
harmony. Otava Yo take music highly seriously but have a laid-
back attitude to themselves. Experience music you probably 
didn’t know existed!

WEDNESDAY 1 JULY

THURSDAY 2 JULY

FRIDAY 3 JULY

SATURDAY 4 JULY

SUNDAY 5 JULY

17.00-19.00 Sarah-Jane Summers & Juhani Silvola
Fjordamattunet, Vassenden
With a basis in Sarah-Jane Summers’ traditions from
the Scottish Highlands, this Scottish-Finnish duo have 
created a novel musical landscape. The interplay resembles 
a mild flirtation: Sarah-Jane and Juhani love each other’s 
company. - and as the audience we’ll be drawn into music that 
oozes emotion. Interlude with coffee and snacks. Bus from 
Førdehuset at 16.15 and back afterwards is included in the 
ticket price.

18.00-19.00 Pilar Astola Flamenco Ensemble
United World College, Flekke
One of the most sought-after flamenco dancers, Pilar Astola, 
will give you an exceptional dance experience.
Here you will get up close to the expressive and dramatic
flamenco, to make the most of the intense interaction
between the dancers and musicians in the ensemble.
Bus from Førdehuset at 16.30 and back afterwards 
is included in the ticket price.

18.00-19.40 The Festival Film: Timbuktu
Lisjesalen, Førdehuset
See the description under Wednesday. Minimum age 15 years.

21.30-22.30 Basco
Festivalsalen, Scandic Sunnfjord Hotel & Spa
From Denmark, Sweden and Scotland come four young 
musicians who don’t hesitate to borrow from Scandinavian, 
English, Scottish, Irish and North American music traditions. 
Music full of atmosphere, personality and energy that will thrill 
you to the tips of your toes. 
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09.00-09.30 Morning has broken!
Nærleiken Kindergarten, Førde
Folk singer Kari Malmanger will take you into the big wood, 
where you’ll meet the rocking wood sprite, a troll, a prince, a 
wolf, a bear and many other animals. Age: 3 years and above

18.00 Let’s go on a camping trip! 
Sunnfjord Museum
Come and join us and the Children’s Hiking Association
in a celebration of the Outdoor Year with a trip round Mostien, 
with camping, a campfire atmosphere, food and music! In the 
evening two of our best local musicians, Synnøve S. Bjørset 
and Elin Grytting, will present “Weasel Bottom and the Giggling 
Goats”. We’ll spend the night in Sami tents or our own tents. 
More info at fordefestival.no. Age: All ages

18.30-19.00 Opening of the Festival Exhibition
Festplassen
The festival designer, Piotr Pucylo, has a special
eye for traditional instruments from around the world. This
year he’ll be exhibiting colourful prints in the park at 
Festplassen.

18.00-19.40 The Festival Film: Timbuktu
Lisjesalen, Førdehuset
French/Mauritanian drama. Minimum age 15 years. 
This Oscar-nominated film was named Film of the Year in 2014 
by French film critics. Timbuktu is a striking and humorous film 
about everyday life under militant Islamist occupation. Joint 
arrangement with Førde Cinema. See fordefestival.no.

20.00-21.00 Ulrika Bodén with Ahlberg, Ek and Roswall
Blomsterhagen Restaurant, Florø
We invite you to new festival experiences in Florø! This 
year you can look forward to beautiful folk songs and lively 
polskas with Ulrika Bodén, Emma Ahlberg, Daniel Ek and Niklas 
Roswall.

20.00-21.00 The Giorgos Xylouris Ensemble
Øren Hotel, Høyanger
Welcome to our very first festival concert in Høyanger!
Giorgos Xylouris is famous for his sensuous voice and
brilliant laouto playing, offering songs and dances from 
the Cretan mountains. With a Greek-inspired menu in the 
restaurant, there’ll be a great taverna atmosphere.

08.30-09.00 Morning has broken!
Sunnfjord Museum
Come and enjoy the fresh morning air with Synnøve
S. Bjørset, Elin Grytting and their fairy tales, songs and
stories from Sogn og Fjordane! Age: 3 years and above.

10.30-16.30  The Førde Conference 2015:
 Culture, Volunteering and Trust
Amfi Eikaas, Scandic Sunnfjord Hotel & Spa
Volunteering and participation in society are changing.
How does this affect our society? And are festivals and 
cultural life catalysts for the development of society?
Info at fordefestival.no

08.30-10.00 Festival Breakfast
Festplassen
With long tables, benches and a delicious breakfast buffet, we 
invite the whole town to a free festival breakfast in the open 
air. The Farmer’s Market and the Guild of Master Chefs will 
provide the food and drink, and the festival artists the music. 
The breakfast will be moved to Langebrutorget, under the 
Town Hall roof, if the weather’s bad. 

10.30-11.00 Festival Street Parade
Førdehuset to Førde Town Square
It’s a great feeling when a parade of music and
dance from the whole world streams through the town. We go 
from Førdehuset to the Town Square, where we invite you to 
a free gig with Basco from Denmark.
.
11.00-11.45 Basco
Torgscena, Førde Town Square
Basco are more than happy to borrow from Scandinavian, 
English, Scottish, Irish and North American music traditions in
creating their musical universe. This is atmospheric
folk music with a powerful personal touch! Free of charge. 

18.30-19.30  Janusz Prusinowski Kompania &
 Janusz Olejniczak
Festsalen, Førdehuset
With their own personal musical style, Janusz Prusinowski
Kompania forge a link between Polish traditional music and
Chopin’s classical masterpieces. And they’re bringing to Førde
the piano phenomenon Janusz Olejniczak, famous from the 
film The Pianist. 

18.30-19.30 Talent 2015
Teatersalen, Førdehuset
Under the leadership of Mahsa Vahdat and Andreas S. Ljones,
nine young folk music talents from Iran, Armenia and Norway
have exchanged music traditions and practised from morning 
to evening for barely a week They’ve made new friends and
they’re now ready for their first joint concert. This talent 
project is a cooperative effort with Concerts Norway and is 
supported by the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

20.30-22.00 Festival Gala
Idrettshallen, Førdehuset
In this celebration of music from around the world, we present 
a bunch of leading Norwegian and international performers: 
Rajery, Susanne Lundeng, Nomadic Voices, Ndima, Ulla 
Pirttijärvi & Ulda, Pilar Astola & Samvaad and Team Gløs Tøs.
Doors open at 20.00. Please come early
so people can enter smoothly and we can start on time. 

22.30-24.00 Dance in Førdehuset
Festsalen, Førdehuset
After a day of concerts and many new impressions, 
what better way to round it off than stepping out a 
reinlender, gliding through a waltz, or maybe you’d
prefer a pols? The Bjørkås Quintet will get your feet moving.

23.00-01.00 Columbi Egg
Hugleik Restaurant, Scandic Sunnfjord Hotel & Spa
Norway’s best folk music club has arrived with its
cordial host, Gabriel Fliflet. Tonight with: Fiddlers’ Bid,
Emilia Amper and the Linda Gytri Trio.

15.00-16.00 Driss el Maloumi Trio
Teatersalen, Førdehuset
The Oud magician Driss el Maloumi invites you to an intense
encounter between traditional Moroccan music and percussion
with its roots in Iran and Madagascar. Their precise interplay
oozes musical delight and gusto.

15.00-16.00 NRK Folk Tones
Torgscena
In collaboration with the regional broadcasting company, NRK 
Sogn og Fjordane, we present a fine bunch of folk musicians 
from the county: Gro Marie Svidal, Unni Løvlid and others, the 
Linda Gytri Trio and Firda Spelemannslag. Stian Sjursen Takle is 
your host. Free of charge.

09.00-09.30 Morning has broken!
Vieåsen Kindergarten, Tussero Section
Start the day in the open air and come along with folk singer 
Kari Malmanger to see the rocking wood sprite, the prince,
the wolf, the bear and many other animals
in the woods. Age: 3 years and above

10.30-11.30 Vietnam Water Puppetry
Langebrutorget, Sentrum Sør
Make sure you don’t miss one of the performances of this 
spectacular and exotic water puppet show, which we finally 
managed to bring to Førde. See the description under 
Thursday.

12.00-13.20 The Rajery Trio
Lunchtime Concert, Førde Town Hall
Rajery, the prince of the valiha, with his great devotion and
genuine delight, has spread poetic rhythms 
from Madagascar to the rest of the world. The trio’s beautiful 
harmonies and advanced string playing will transport you
to distant climes. On your journey you will be served
delicious food from Town Hall Chef Ståle Randal’s 
enticing kitchen. No discount for pass holders.

12.00-13.00  Susanne Lundeng:
 “Almost not quite like before”
Teatersalen, Førdehuset
Here Susanne Lundeng’s music will be inspired by her love of 
Northern Norway’s folk music traditions - traditions she may
partly have thought up herself. Alone on stage she can
be both self-ironic and profoundly serious. It’s all about 
North Norwegian nation-building, and a modern 
artist with a very personal voice.
Produced by: Riksscenen and the Førde Festival.

13.30-14.30 Dance 
Kathak-Flamenco
Teatersalen, Førdehuset
Mahua Shankar and Pilar Astola and their ensemble will 
bring you an exciting close encounter between the Indian 
Kathak and and the Spanish flamenco dances. These two very 
expressive dance traditions have more in common than you 
probably realise!

14.00-14.40 Children’s Performance: Dance, said the Fiddle!
Festsalen, Førdehuset
A little girl is taken as prisoner inside a mountain. With 
astuteness and guile, she tries to break free from the 
mountain king. Silje Onstad Hålien and Nina Fjeldet take us on 
an exciting journey to the kingdom of the sprites, accompanied 
by high kicks and fine fiddling in best Hardanger style!

14.00-14.30  Guided Tour: KjARTan Slettemark
 “The Art of being Art”
Sogn og Fjordane Museum of Fine Art
Using photographs, newspaper articles, etc., this exhibition 
reveals how Kjartan Slettemark put himself and his art in the 
public eye.

15.00-16.00  Benedicte Maurseth & Knut Hamre:
 Being Nothing
Haarklousalen, Førde Cultural School
After 24 years as a pupil of master fiddler Knut Hamre, 
Benedicte Maurseth realised that conversations with her 
master were just as important as her musical training. This 
realisation led to a book and the concert Being Nothing. 
Meet two distinguished Hardanger fiddlers as they play and 
converse. 

11.00-12.30 Festival Church Service
Førde Church
Service with music by Talent 2015.

11.30-13.00 Ndima
Teatersalen, Førdehuset
The members of Ndima belong to the Aka people, one of 
several pygmy tribes who live a nomadic life in the far north of 
the Republic of Congo. They have a wonderfully rich song and 
dance tradition regularly used for all kinds of village rituals. 
They are best known for their very unusual kind of yodelling, 
with techniques and vocals the world has scarcely ever heard. 
An exclusive experience for the whole family! 

PROGRAM

16.00-17.00 Vietnam Water Puppetry
Langebrutorget, Førde town centre
After years of planning, we’ve finally managed to bring this
spectacular water puppet show to Førde. The puppeteers and
puppets - and the specially built pool - come all the way from 
Vietnam. Dramatic stories and imaginative tales are performed 
to live music by puppets above and below water. A magnificent
spectacle for the whole family! And afterwards there will be
a thirty-minute backstage puppet demonstration.
With support of the Embassy of Viet Nam to Norway.

17.30-18.30 The Giorgos Xylouris Ensemble
Festsalen, Førdehuset
With his characteristic soft voice and his impressive
playing of the laouto - the Cretan lute - Giorgos
Xylouris & Co invite you to a Greek taverna atmosphere in 
Festsalen. Music, song and dance, all with their roots in the 
rich musical traditions of the Cretan mountains. The café will 
offer Greek-inspired titbits to complete the atmosphere. 

16.30-17.20 Villniss - The Seasons
Storsalen, Førdehuset
Dancing red shawls, snowflakes swirling to folk music rhythms
and a north wind blowing from all directions. In the midst of 
the universe of the dance group Villniss we find six inquisitive 
musicians and dancers meeting each other and themselves. 
The Seasons is a playful and evocative performance where the 
Villniss actors Andreas S. Ljones, Tuva Færden, Mari Midtli,
Anders Löfberg, Silje Onstad Hålien and Torkjell L. Børsheim
explore the power of nature and the changing seasons.

18.00-19.00 String 
Festsalen, Førdehuset
Four top musicians frolic on more than 80 strings when
they get together to explore the common features of
the Hardanger fiddle, nyckelharpa, sarangi and gadulka, which 
all have sympathetic strings. With Gro Marie Svidal, Emilia 
Amper, Murad Ali Khan and Peyo Peev. Compère: Bjørn Aksdal.

20.00-21.00 Frikar – GotoGuta World Premiere
Storsalen, Førdehuset
Fasten your seat belts! Frikar is back with a new bold
performance. Hallgrim Hansegård, Ådne Kolbjørnshus, Vetle
Springgard and Andris Hemsing will take you up to an 
imaginary mountain pathway where they’ll keep you on the 
edge of yourseat with their surreal antics. ‘GotoGuta’, Valdres 
dialect for ‘Backstreet Boys’, is a study in group dynamics 
and physicalcontact between boys. Exciting dance rhythms, 
Hardanger fiddleand things you’ve never seen before.
Producers: Frikar and the Førde Festival.

19.30-21.00 Opening Concert:
Idrettshallen, Førdehuset
Welcome to an evening in the company of Norwegian and 
international artists who will explore the differences and 
similarities between various musical traditions. Here you will 
be served with asty morsels from new productions by Vocal 
ConneXions with Unni Løvlid, Annie Ebrel, Julie Fowlis, Ulla 
Pirttijärvi, Gergana Dimitrova and Håkon Thelin. From the 
String ConneXions Project: Gro Marie Svidal, Emilia Amper and 
Peyo Peev. Also performing: Catrin Finch & Seckou Keita, Saïd 
El Maloumi and Houcine Baqir (Driss El Maloumi Trio), Fiddlers’ 
Bid, Noreum Machi and Frikar. Official opening by State 
Secretary Bjørgulv Vinje Borgundvaag. Doors open at 19.00. 
Please come early so people can enter smoothly and we can 
start on time!

21.30-23.30 Dance in Førdehuset
Festsalen, Førdehuset
Tonight you can swing to Norwegian dance music
by the Øyvind Sandum Trio and Greek rhythms by the
Giorgos Xylouris Ensemble. A festival pass/ticket for the
Opening Concert is valid for free admission.

22.00-24.00 A Taste of Morocco
with the Driss el Maloumi Trio
Hugleik Restaurant, Scandic Sunnfjord Hotel & Spa
Morocco has much to offer - delicious food and exciting music
and this evening you’ll be served with both. Driss
El Maloumi is a master of the oud, and serves up sparkling
musical gems with his two virtuoso percussionists. A chef from
the Marrakech Restaurant in Oslo has compiled
the Moroccan menu. No discount for pass holders.

23.00-01.30 Summer night at Jølster
Jølstra Museum, Vassenden
The intimate traditional houses in the Jølstra Museum welcome 
you to a new magical musical encounter. This year you can 
feast your ears on Knut and Ole Aastad Bråten, Emilia Amper, 
Samvaad, Julie Fowlis, musicians from Vietnam, and young 
talents from Iran, Armenia and Norway. Indre Sunnfjord 
Spelemannslag will play in the open. Sale of food and drink. 
Bus transport from Førdehuset at 22.15 and back afterwards 
is included in the ticket price.

13.30-14.30 INTRO-folk – Young Folk Musicians of the Year
Haarklousalen, Førde Cultural School
In INTRO-folk, six artists will be contesting for the title Young
Musician of the Year, and here two strong fiddle duos will be 
competing: the brothers Hans P. and Rasmus Kjorstad will 
challenge Bjørn Kåre Odde and Sivert Andreas Holmen. The 
winner will go through to the finals at Folkelarm 2015. Joint 
arrangement with FolkOrg.

13.30-14.30 Catrin Finch & Seckou Keita
Festsalen, Førdehuset
Catrin Finch and Seckou Keita’s debut album Clychau Dibon
made the duo the talk of the town in world music last year.
It topped all the international hit lists and their gigs
were sold out. Now it’s your turn to experience
this magically beautiful interplay between the Welsh harp,
concert harp and West African kora. 

21.00-22.45 Columbi Egg
Hugleik Restaurant, Scandic Sunnfjord Hotel & Spa
The ever-inspiring and good-humoured Bergen musician
Gabriel Fliflet creates a club atmosphere that’s on 
everyone’s lips. Tonight his guests are Ulrika Bodén
with Ahlgren, Ek and Roswall, Rajery and the Sandum Trio.
Minimum age 18 years.

21.00 Bus Trip with Festival Guide from Florø to Førde.
Take the festival bus to tonight’s big Celtic gig at
Festplassen in Førde (see below). More info and registration at
fordefestival.no. Return at 01.30.

19.30-20.30 Natacha Atlas
Idrettshallen, Førdehuset
Half Egyptian and half British, Natacha Atlas
has established herself as a bridge builder between cultures 
and music traditions. Since her career took off in the 90s, she 
has received much acclaim for her seamless mix of east and
west. Natacha Atlas has worked with names like Peter Gabriel
and Sinead O’Connor. She comes to Førde with her ten-man
acoustic band and a magnificent concert. Here you can enjoy
hypnotising rhythms, dance and the mystery of 1001 nights! 

21.00-22.00  Vocal
 Unni Løvlid with Singers
Førde Church
Powerful, atmospheric, new and old - all these words can
describe our first experience of the forceful voices of 
Unni Løvlid, Julie Fowlis, Annie Ebrel, Gergana Dimitrova (Eva 
Quartet) and Ulla Pirttijärvi together on stage. With Grete 
Pedersen (the Norwegian Soloists’ Choir) as producer, they 
will explore and challenge ornamentation, voice and melody in 
European folk song traditions. 

21.00-23.30 Dance in Førdehuset
Festsalen, Førdehuset
Put on your dancing shoes to the tones of Firda Spelemannslag,
Indre Sunnfjord Spelemannslag and the national festival winner
the Bjørkås Quintet.

11.00-11.45 Music in the Centre
Torgscena, Førde Town Square
From the festival stage in the town centre, you’ll be offered
short excerpts from the festival programme. Free of charge!

13.30-15.30 ‘Mystery Bike Tour: Ulrika Bodén
 with Ahlberg, Ek and Roswall
The Førde enthusiast Hans Jakob Reite will take you on a 
guided bike tour in the town centre, which will end up at a new 
festival arena. It’s intimate and homely - the perfect setting for
atmospheric Swedish folk music courtesy of Ulrika Bodén
and her musician friends. Start from Førdehuset. Contact
the Festival Office BEFORE 20 June to hire a bike.

12.00-13.30 Ulla Pirttijärvi & Ulda
Rytne Farm, Bygstad
Finnish Ulla Pirttijärvi-Länsman is one of the big
stars in Sapmis and here with her trio Ulda she will
offer new arrangements of the traditional Sami yoik. 
A perfect mix for the beautiful setting at the foot of 
Storehesten Mountain in Bygstad. Bus from Førdehuset at 
11.15 and back after the performance is included in the ticket 
price. Sale of food and drink.

12.00-13.00 Nomadic Voices
Roof Terrace, Sogn og Fjordane Museum of Fine Art
A magical encounter between music traditions from the 
Mongolian highlands and the mountains of Sardinia. Jew’s harp, 
throat singing and polyphonic singing in tenor - from a roof in 
town! Will be moved into the museum if the weather’s bad. The 
art exhibition will be open.

13.00-14.30 Family Sunday
Førdehuset
All ages are welcome to Førdehuset, which will be overflowing 
with music, song and dance from many lands. It’s all free today! 
The café and library will also be open. Detailed programme at 
fordefestival.no and on a notice in Førdehuset.

23.00-02.00 Celtic Night - Danú and Fiddlers’ Bid
Outdoor gig at Festplassen
Find a space in the park and enjoy a great night with two of
the best folk bands around: Danú from Ireland and Fiddlers’ 
Bid from Shetland at the same gig. When the musicians go off 
stage, DJ Darius Darek will let loose his global dance rhythms. 
If the weather’s bad, the gig will be moved indoors to Scandic 
Sunnfjord Hotel & Spa. Sale of food and drink. 

23.00-02.30 Festival 
Night
Festivalsalen and 
Barthold Bar, Scandic
Sunnfjord Hotel & Spa
A Norwegian and 
international dance 
party on two floors!
In the Barthold Bar, 
Sver will raise a musical 
toast to the party, 
the girls, music, and 
life! Their energetic 
interplay pumps life into 
weary souls
and showers the 
audience with health and happiness.
Here you’ll also find the young and energetic Team
Gløs Tøs, who always aim to inspire their audience to dance 
and sweat for all they’re worth! And maybe others will turn 
up… On the floor above, the top of the billing is Paulo Flores 
and suggestive semba music from Angola. Paulo Flores 
loves to invite his audiences to party, with semba
or other rhythms, so get on your best dancing shoes! 
Then it’s time for steamy desert blues from
Timbuktu in Mali. Khaira Arby and her band proudly
pass on a musical tradition which gets people
dancing the world over.

The Barthold Bar will be open from 21.30, and until the gigs
start, DJ Darius Darek will keep us going with multi-rhythmic
music from around the globe. Minimum age 20 years.

20
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12.00-13.00 The Linda Gytri Trio
Festsalen, Førdehuset
Linda Gytri’s music goes from heart to heart. Joyful breezes
in the midst of melancholy reflection. With the Finnish
piano legend Timo Alakotila and top bassist Anders
Bitustøyl on board, she released Audire earlier this year. 
The title means listen, which there’s every reason
to do when these three great musicians are on stage. 

12.30-13.00 Vietnam Water Puppetry
Langebrutorget, Førde town centre
Final performance of the spectacular water puppet show 
from Vietnam. See the description under Thursday.

15.00-16.00 Totó La Momposina
Festplassen
Meet legendary Totó La Momposina from Colombia! She’s
one of the musicians who have made cumbia, which is Afro-
Colombian rhythms with roots in African, Latin American Indian 
and Spanish culture, into one of the world’s most popular 
music genres. At 74 years old, Totó is still touring with her 
nine-man band. And even though the musicians sparkle, there 
is little doubt who is the star of the show.

17.00-18.00 Noreum Machi
Storsalen, Førdehuset
High intensity percussion combined with folk songs and 
dances have made Noreum Machi one of the most popular
Korean folk bands in the world. With old material
and traditional instruments, Noreum Machi have created a new
and audience-friendly performance that is as fascinating
as it is spectacular! In cooperation with KAMS.

17.30-19.30 Tones & Tapas
Hjarterommet, Sentrum Sør
Welcome to the colourful Hjarterommet (Heart Room), a 
beautiful and intimate setting for the duo Sarah-Jane Summers 
and Juhani Silvola. They will serve cleverly arranged Celtic-
inspired melodies to tapas from chef Christel Eide’s “My Little 
Kitchen”. This is therapy for body and soul! No discount for 
pass holders. 

13.00-13.30 706 Metres above Sea Level: Nomadic Voices
Hafstadfjellet
The panoramic views from Hafstadfjellet Mountain will add 
a magical dimension to Nomadic Voices, a powerful musical 
encounter between two ancient music traditions: Jew’s harp 
and throat singing from the Mongolian highlands and 
male voice polyphonic songs from the Sardinian mountains. 
Indre Sunnfjord Hiking Association will be our guide.  Bus 
transport at 10.45 from Langebrutorget. Walk up to the top. 
After the performance we’ll walk to Bruland and return by 
bus to Førde. 

15.00-16.00 Otava Yo
Idrettshallen, Førdehuset
Otava Yo transform traditional Russian folk melodies to
lively, happy and danceable music. They give us glimpses
of life in the Russian countryside where love, celebrations, 
melancholy and wild behaviour combine into a kind of surreal 
harmony. Otava Yo take music highly seriously but have a laid-
back attitude to themselves. Experience music you probably 
didn’t know existed!

WEDNESDAY 1 JULY

THURSDAY 2 JULY

FRIDAY 3 JULY

SATURDAY 4 JULY

SUNDAY 5 JULY

17.00-19.00 Sarah-Jane Summers & Juhani Silvola
Fjordamattunet, Vassenden
With a basis in Sarah-Jane Summers’ traditions from
the Scottish Highlands, this Scottish-Finnish duo have 
created a novel musical landscape. The interplay resembles 
a mild flirtation: Sarah-Jane and Juhani love each other’s 
company. - and as the audience we’ll be drawn into music that 
oozes emotion. Interlude with coffee and snacks. Bus from 
Førdehuset at 16.15 and back afterwards is included in the 
ticket price.

18.00-19.00 Pilar Astola Flamenco Ensemble
United World College, Flekke
One of the most sought-after flamenco dancers, Pilar Astola, 
will give you an exceptional dance experience.
Here you will get up close to the expressive and dramatic
flamenco, to make the most of the intense interaction
between the dancers and musicians in the ensemble.
Bus from Førdehuset at 16.30 and back afterwards 
is included in the ticket price.

18.00-19.40 The Festival Film: Timbuktu
Lisjesalen, Førdehuset
See the description under Wednesday. Minimum age 15 years.

21.30-22.30 Basco
Festivalsalen, Scandic Sunnfjord Hotel & Spa
From Denmark, Sweden and Scotland come four young 
musicians who don’t hesitate to borrow from Scandinavian, 
English, Scottish, Irish and North American music traditions. 
Music full of atmosphere, personality and energy that will thrill 
you to the tips of your toes. 
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09.00-09.30 Morning has broken!
Nærleiken Kindergarten, Førde
Folk singer Kari Malmanger will take you into the big wood, 
where you’ll meet the rocking wood sprite, a troll, a prince, a 
wolf, a bear and many other animals. Age: 3 years and above

18.00 Let’s go on a camping trip! 
Sunnfjord Museum
Come and join us and the Children’s Hiking Association
in a celebration of the Outdoor Year with a trip round Mostien, 
with camping, a campfire atmosphere, food and music! In the 
evening two of our best local musicians, Synnøve S. Bjørset 
and Elin Grytting, will present “Weasel Bottom and the Giggling 
Goats”. We’ll spend the night in Sami tents or our own tents. 
More info at fordefestival.no. Age: All ages

18.30-19.00 Opening of the Festival Exhibition
Festplassen
The festival designer, Piotr Pucylo, has a special
eye for traditional instruments from around the world. This
year he’ll be exhibiting colourful prints in the park at 
Festplassen.

18.00-19.40 The Festival Film: Timbuktu
Lisjesalen, Førdehuset
French/Mauritanian drama. Minimum age 15 years. 
This Oscar-nominated film was named Film of the Year in 2014 
by French film critics. Timbuktu is a striking and humorous film 
about everyday life under militant Islamist occupation. Joint 
arrangement with Førde Cinema. See fordefestival.no.

20.00-21.00 Ulrika Bodén with Ahlberg, Ek and Roswall
Blomsterhagen Restaurant, Florø
We invite you to new festival experiences in Florø! This 
year you can look forward to beautiful folk songs and lively 
polskas with Ulrika Bodén, Emma Ahlberg, Daniel Ek and Niklas 
Roswall.

20.00-21.00 The Giorgos Xylouris Ensemble
Øren Hotel, Høyanger
Welcome to our very first festival concert in Høyanger!
Giorgos Xylouris is famous for his sensuous voice and
brilliant laouto playing, offering songs and dances from 
the Cretan mountains. With a Greek-inspired menu in the 
restaurant, there’ll be a great taverna atmosphere.

08.30-09.00 Morning has broken!
Sunnfjord Museum
Come and enjoy the fresh morning air with Synnøve
S. Bjørset, Elin Grytting and their fairy tales, songs and
stories from Sogn og Fjordane! Age: 3 years and above.

10.30-16.30  The Førde Conference 2015:
 Culture, Volunteering and Trust
Amfi Eikaas, Scandic Sunnfjord Hotel & Spa
Volunteering and participation in society are changing.
How does this affect our society? And are festivals and 
cultural life catalysts for the development of society?
Info at fordefestival.no

08.30-10.00 Festival Breakfast
Festplassen
With long tables, benches and a delicious breakfast buffet, we 
invite the whole town to a free festival breakfast in the open 
air. The Farmer’s Market and the Guild of Master Chefs will 
provide the food and drink, and the festival artists the music. 
The breakfast will be moved to Langebrutorget, under the 
Town Hall roof, if the weather’s bad. 

10.30-11.00 Festival Street Parade
Førdehuset to Førde Town Square
It’s a great feeling when a parade of music and
dance from the whole world streams through the town. We go 
from Førdehuset to the Town Square, where we invite you to 
a free gig with Basco from Denmark.
.
11.00-11.45 Basco
Torgscena, Førde Town Square
Basco are more than happy to borrow from Scandinavian, 
English, Scottish, Irish and North American music traditions in
creating their musical universe. This is atmospheric
folk music with a powerful personal touch! Free of charge. 

18.30-19.30  Janusz Prusinowski Kompania &
 Janusz Olejniczak
Festsalen, Førdehuset
With their own personal musical style, Janusz Prusinowski
Kompania forge a link between Polish traditional music and
Chopin’s classical masterpieces. And they’re bringing to Førde
the piano phenomenon Janusz Olejniczak, famous from the 
film The Pianist. 

18.30-19.30 Talent 2015
Teatersalen, Førdehuset
Under the leadership of Mahsa Vahdat and Andreas S. Ljones,
nine young folk music talents from Iran, Armenia and Norway
have exchanged music traditions and practised from morning 
to evening for barely a week They’ve made new friends and
they’re now ready for their first joint concert. This talent 
project is a cooperative effort with Concerts Norway and is 
supported by the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

20.30-22.00 Festival Gala
Idrettshallen, Førdehuset
In this celebration of music from around the world, we present 
a bunch of leading Norwegian and international performers: 
Rajery, Susanne Lundeng, Nomadic Voices, Ndima, Ulla 
Pirttijärvi & Ulda, Pilar Astola & Samvaad and Team Gløs Tøs.
Doors open at 20.00. Please come early
so people can enter smoothly and we can start on time. 

22.30-24.00 Dance in Førdehuset
Festsalen, Førdehuset
After a day of concerts and many new impressions, 
what better way to round it off than stepping out a 
reinlender, gliding through a waltz, or maybe you’d
prefer a pols? The Bjørkås Quintet will get your feet moving.

23.00-01.00 Columbi Egg
Hugleik Restaurant, Scandic Sunnfjord Hotel & Spa
Norway’s best folk music club has arrived with its
cordial host, Gabriel Fliflet. Tonight with: Fiddlers’ Bid,
Emilia Amper and the Linda Gytri Trio.

15.00-16.00 Driss el Maloumi Trio
Teatersalen, Førdehuset
The Oud magician Driss el Maloumi invites you to an intense
encounter between traditional Moroccan music and percussion
with its roots in Iran and Madagascar. Their precise interplay
oozes musical delight and gusto.

15.00-16.00 NRK Folk Tones
Torgscena
In collaboration with the regional broadcasting company, NRK 
Sogn og Fjordane, we present a fine bunch of folk musicians 
from the county: Gro Marie Svidal, Unni Løvlid and others, the 
Linda Gytri Trio and Firda Spelemannslag. Stian Sjursen Takle is 
your host. Free of charge.

09.00-09.30 Morning has broken!
Vieåsen Kindergarten, Tussero Section
Start the day in the open air and come along with folk singer 
Kari Malmanger to see the rocking wood sprite, the prince,
the wolf, the bear and many other animals
in the woods. Age: 3 years and above

10.30-11.30 Vietnam Water Puppetry
Langebrutorget, Sentrum Sør
Make sure you don’t miss one of the performances of this 
spectacular and exotic water puppet show, which we finally 
managed to bring to Førde. See the description under 
Thursday.

12.00-13.20 The Rajery Trio
Lunchtime Concert, Førde Town Hall
Rajery, the prince of the valiha, with his great devotion and
genuine delight, has spread poetic rhythms 
from Madagascar to the rest of the world. The trio’s beautiful 
harmonies and advanced string playing will transport you
to distant climes. On your journey you will be served
delicious food from Town Hall Chef Ståle Randal’s 
enticing kitchen. No discount for pass holders.

12.00-13.00  Susanne Lundeng:
 “Almost not quite like before”
Teatersalen, Førdehuset
Here Susanne Lundeng’s music will be inspired by her love of 
Northern Norway’s folk music traditions - traditions she may
partly have thought up herself. Alone on stage she can
be both self-ironic and profoundly serious. It’s all about 
North Norwegian nation-building, and a modern 
artist with a very personal voice.
Produced by: Riksscenen and the Førde Festival.

13.30-14.30 Dance 
Kathak-Flamenco
Teatersalen, Førdehuset
Mahua Shankar and Pilar Astola and their ensemble will 
bring you an exciting close encounter between the Indian 
Kathak and and the Spanish flamenco dances. These two very 
expressive dance traditions have more in common than you 
probably realise!

14.00-14.40 Children’s Performance: Dance, said the Fiddle!
Festsalen, Førdehuset
A little girl is taken as prisoner inside a mountain. With 
astuteness and guile, she tries to break free from the 
mountain king. Silje Onstad Hålien and Nina Fjeldet take us on 
an exciting journey to the kingdom of the sprites, accompanied 
by high kicks and fine fiddling in best Hardanger style!

14.00-14.30  Guided Tour: KjARTan Slettemark
 “The Art of being Art”
Sogn og Fjordane Museum of Fine Art
Using photographs, newspaper articles, etc., this exhibition 
reveals how Kjartan Slettemark put himself and his art in the 
public eye.

15.00-16.00  Benedicte Maurseth & Knut Hamre:
 Being Nothing
Haarklousalen, Førde Cultural School
After 24 years as a pupil of master fiddler Knut Hamre, 
Benedicte Maurseth realised that conversations with her 
master were just as important as her musical training. This 
realisation led to a book and the concert Being Nothing. 
Meet two distinguished Hardanger fiddlers as they play and 
converse. 

11.00-12.30 Festival Church Service
Førde Church
Service with music by Talent 2015.

11.30-13.00 Ndima
Teatersalen, Førdehuset
The members of Ndima belong to the Aka people, one of 
several pygmy tribes who live a nomadic life in the far north of 
the Republic of Congo. They have a wonderfully rich song and 
dance tradition regularly used for all kinds of village rituals. 
They are best known for their very unusual kind of yodelling, 
with techniques and vocals the world has scarcely ever heard. 
An exclusive experience for the whole family! 

PROGRAM

16.00-17.00 Vietnam Water Puppetry
Langebrutorget, Førde town centre
After years of planning, we’ve finally managed to bring this
spectacular water puppet show to Førde. The puppeteers and
puppets - and the specially built pool - come all the way from 
Vietnam. Dramatic stories and imaginative tales are performed 
to live music by puppets above and below water. A magnificent
spectacle for the whole family! And afterwards there will be
a thirty-minute backstage puppet demonstration.
With support of the Embassy of Viet Nam to Norway.

17.30-18.30 The Giorgos Xylouris Ensemble
Festsalen, Førdehuset
With his characteristic soft voice and his impressive
playing of the laouto - the Cretan lute - Giorgos
Xylouris & Co invite you to a Greek taverna atmosphere in 
Festsalen. Music, song and dance, all with their roots in the 
rich musical traditions of the Cretan mountains. The café will 
offer Greek-inspired titbits to complete the atmosphere. 

16.30-17.20 Villniss - The Seasons
Storsalen, Førdehuset
Dancing red shawls, snowflakes swirling to folk music rhythms
and a north wind blowing from all directions. In the midst of 
the universe of the dance group Villniss we find six inquisitive 
musicians and dancers meeting each other and themselves. 
The Seasons is a playful and evocative performance where the 
Villniss actors Andreas S. Ljones, Tuva Færden, Mari Midtli,
Anders Löfberg, Silje Onstad Hålien and Torkjell L. Børsheim
explore the power of nature and the changing seasons.

18.00-19.00 String 
Festsalen, Førdehuset
Four top musicians frolic on more than 80 strings when
they get together to explore the common features of
the Hardanger fiddle, nyckelharpa, sarangi and gadulka, which 
all have sympathetic strings. With Gro Marie Svidal, Emilia 
Amper, Murad Ali Khan and Peyo Peev. Compère: Bjørn Aksdal.

20.00-21.00 Frikar – GotoGuta World Premiere
Storsalen, Førdehuset
Fasten your seat belts! Frikar is back with a new bold
performance. Hallgrim Hansegård, Ådne Kolbjørnshus, Vetle
Springgard and Andris Hemsing will take you up to an 
imaginary mountain pathway where they’ll keep you on the 
edge of yourseat with their surreal antics. ‘GotoGuta’, Valdres 
dialect for ‘Backstreet Boys’, is a study in group dynamics 
and physicalcontact between boys. Exciting dance rhythms, 
Hardanger fiddleand things you’ve never seen before.
Producers: Frikar and the Førde Festival.

19.30-21.00 Opening Concert:
Idrettshallen, Førdehuset
Welcome to an evening in the company of Norwegian and 
international artists who will explore the differences and 
similarities between various musical traditions. Here you will 
be served with asty morsels from new productions by Vocal 
ConneXions with Unni Løvlid, Annie Ebrel, Julie Fowlis, Ulla 
Pirttijärvi, Gergana Dimitrova and Håkon Thelin. From the 
String ConneXions Project: Gro Marie Svidal, Emilia Amper and 
Peyo Peev. Also performing: Catrin Finch & Seckou Keita, Saïd 
El Maloumi and Houcine Baqir (Driss El Maloumi Trio), Fiddlers’ 
Bid, Noreum Machi and Frikar. Official opening by State 
Secretary Bjørgulv Vinje Borgundvaag. Doors open at 19.00. 
Please come early so people can enter smoothly and we can 
start on time!

21.30-23.30 Dance in Førdehuset
Festsalen, Førdehuset
Tonight you can swing to Norwegian dance music
by the Øyvind Sandum Trio and Greek rhythms by the
Giorgos Xylouris Ensemble. A festival pass/ticket for the
Opening Concert is valid for free admission.

22.00-24.00 A Taste of Morocco
with the Driss el Maloumi Trio
Hugleik Restaurant, Scandic Sunnfjord Hotel & Spa
Morocco has much to offer - delicious food and exciting music
and this evening you’ll be served with both. Driss
El Maloumi is a master of the oud, and serves up sparkling
musical gems with his two virtuoso percussionists. A chef from
the Marrakech Restaurant in Oslo has compiled
the Moroccan menu. No discount for pass holders.

23.00-01.30 Summer night at Jølster
Jølstra Museum, Vassenden
The intimate traditional houses in the Jølstra Museum welcome 
you to a new magical musical encounter. This year you can 
feast your ears on Knut and Ole Aastad Bråten, Emilia Amper, 
Samvaad, Julie Fowlis, musicians from Vietnam, and young 
talents from Iran, Armenia and Norway. Indre Sunnfjord 
Spelemannslag will play in the open. Sale of food and drink. 
Bus transport from Førdehuset at 22.15 and back afterwards 
is included in the ticket price.

13.30-14.30 INTRO-folk – Young Folk Musicians of the Year
Haarklousalen, Førde Cultural School
In INTRO-folk, six artists will be contesting for the title Young
Musician of the Year, and here two strong fiddle duos will be 
competing: the brothers Hans P. and Rasmus Kjorstad will 
challenge Bjørn Kåre Odde and Sivert Andreas Holmen. The 
winner will go through to the finals at Folkelarm 2015. Joint 
arrangement with FolkOrg.

13.30-14.30 Catrin Finch & Seckou Keita
Festsalen, Førdehuset
Catrin Finch and Seckou Keita’s debut album Clychau Dibon
made the duo the talk of the town in world music last year.
It topped all the international hit lists and their gigs
were sold out. Now it’s your turn to experience
this magically beautiful interplay between the Welsh harp,
concert harp and West African kora. 

21.00-22.45 Columbi Egg
Hugleik Restaurant, Scandic Sunnfjord Hotel & Spa
The ever-inspiring and good-humoured Bergen musician
Gabriel Fliflet creates a club atmosphere that’s on 
everyone’s lips. Tonight his guests are Ulrika Bodén
with Ahlgren, Ek and Roswall, Rajery and the Sandum Trio.
Minimum age 18 years.

21.00 Bus Trip with Festival Guide from Florø to Førde.
Take the festival bus to tonight’s big Celtic gig at
Festplassen in Førde (see below). More info and registration at
fordefestival.no. Return at 01.30.

19.30-20.30 Natacha Atlas
Idrettshallen, Førdehuset
Half Egyptian and half British, Natacha Atlas
has established herself as a bridge builder between cultures 
and music traditions. Since her career took off in the 90s, she 
has received much acclaim for her seamless mix of east and
west. Natacha Atlas has worked with names like Peter Gabriel
and Sinead O’Connor. She comes to Førde with her ten-man
acoustic band and a magnificent concert. Here you can enjoy
hypnotising rhythms, dance and the mystery of 1001 nights! 

21.00-22.00  Vocal
 Unni Løvlid with Singers
Førde Church
Powerful, atmospheric, new and old - all these words can
describe our first experience of the forceful voices of 
Unni Løvlid, Julie Fowlis, Annie Ebrel, Gergana Dimitrova (Eva 
Quartet) and Ulla Pirttijärvi together on stage. With Grete 
Pedersen (the Norwegian Soloists’ Choir) as producer, they 
will explore and challenge ornamentation, voice and melody in 
European folk song traditions. 

21.00-23.30 Dance in Førdehuset
Festsalen, Førdehuset
Put on your dancing shoes to the tones of Firda Spelemannslag,
Indre Sunnfjord Spelemannslag and the national festival winner
the Bjørkås Quintet.

11.00-11.45 Music in the Centre
Torgscena, Førde Town Square
From the festival stage in the town centre, you’ll be offered
short excerpts from the festival programme. Free of charge!

13.30-15.30 ‘Mystery Bike Tour: Ulrika Bodén
 with Ahlberg, Ek and Roswall
The Førde enthusiast Hans Jakob Reite will take you on a 
guided bike tour in the town centre, which will end up at a new 
festival arena. It’s intimate and homely - the perfect setting for
atmospheric Swedish folk music courtesy of Ulrika Bodén
and her musician friends. Start from Førdehuset. Contact
the Festival Office BEFORE 20 June to hire a bike.

12.00-13.30 Ulla Pirttijärvi & Ulda
Rytne Farm, Bygstad
Finnish Ulla Pirttijärvi-Länsman is one of the big
stars in Sapmis and here with her trio Ulda she will
offer new arrangements of the traditional Sami yoik. 
A perfect mix for the beautiful setting at the foot of 
Storehesten Mountain in Bygstad. Bus from Førdehuset at 
11.15 and back after the performance is included in the ticket 
price. Sale of food and drink.

12.00-13.00 Nomadic Voices
Roof Terrace, Sogn og Fjordane Museum of Fine Art
A magical encounter between music traditions from the 
Mongolian highlands and the mountains of Sardinia. Jew’s harp, 
throat singing and polyphonic singing in tenor - from a roof in 
town! Will be moved into the museum if the weather’s bad. The 
art exhibition will be open.

13.00-14.30 Family Sunday
Førdehuset
All ages are welcome to Førdehuset, which will be overflowing 
with music, song and dance from many lands. It’s all free today! 
The café and library will also be open. Detailed programme at 
fordefestival.no and on a notice in Førdehuset.

23.00-02.00 Celtic Night - Danú and Fiddlers’ Bid
Outdoor gig at Festplassen
Find a space in the park and enjoy a great night with two of
the best folk bands around: Danú from Ireland and Fiddlers’ 
Bid from Shetland at the same gig. When the musicians go off 
stage, DJ Darius Darek will let loose his global dance rhythms. 
If the weather’s bad, the gig will be moved indoors to Scandic 
Sunnfjord Hotel & Spa. Sale of food and drink. 

23.00-02.30 Festival 
Night
Festivalsalen and 
Barthold Bar, Scandic
Sunnfjord Hotel & Spa
A Norwegian and 
international dance 
party on two floors!
In the Barthold Bar, 
Sver will raise a musical 
toast to the party, 
the girls, music, and 
life! Their energetic 
interplay pumps life into 
weary souls
and showers the 
audience with health and happiness.
Here you’ll also find the young and energetic Team
Gløs Tøs, who always aim to inspire their audience to dance 
and sweat for all they’re worth! And maybe others will turn 
up… On the floor above, the top of the billing is Paulo Flores 
and suggestive semba music from Angola. Paulo Flores 
loves to invite his audiences to party, with semba
or other rhythms, so get on your best dancing shoes! 
Then it’s time for steamy desert blues from
Timbuktu in Mali. Khaira Arby and her band proudly
pass on a musical tradition which gets people
dancing the world over.

The Barthold Bar will be open from 21.30, and until the gigs
start, DJ Darius Darek will keep us going with multi-rhythmic
music from around the globe. Minimum age 20 years.

20
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12.00-13.00 The Linda Gytri Trio
Festsalen, Førdehuset
Linda Gytri’s music goes from heart to heart. Joyful breezes
in the midst of melancholy reflection. With the Finnish
piano legend Timo Alakotila and top bassist Anders
Bitustøyl on board, she released Audire earlier this year. 
The title means listen, which there’s every reason
to do when these three great musicians are on stage. 

12.30-13.00 Vietnam Water Puppetry
Langebrutorget, Førde town centre
Final performance of the spectacular water puppet show 
from Vietnam. See the description under Thursday.

15.00-16.00 Totó La Momposina
Festplassen
Meet legendary Totó La Momposina from Colombia! She’s
one of the musicians who have made cumbia, which is Afro-
Colombian rhythms with roots in African, Latin American Indian 
and Spanish culture, into one of the world’s most popular 
music genres. At 74 years old, Totó is still touring with her 
nine-man band. And even though the musicians sparkle, there 
is little doubt who is the star of the show.

17.00-18.00 Noreum Machi
Storsalen, Førdehuset
High intensity percussion combined with folk songs and 
dances have made Noreum Machi one of the most popular
Korean folk bands in the world. With old material
and traditional instruments, Noreum Machi have created a new
and audience-friendly performance that is as fascinating
as it is spectacular! In cooperation with KAMS.

17.30-19.30 Tones & Tapas
Hjarterommet, Sentrum Sør
Welcome to the colourful Hjarterommet (Heart Room), a 
beautiful and intimate setting for the duo Sarah-Jane Summers 
and Juhani Silvola. They will serve cleverly arranged Celtic-
inspired melodies to tapas from chef Christel Eide’s “My Little 
Kitchen”. This is therapy for body and soul! No discount for 
pass holders. 

13.00-13.30 706 Metres above Sea Level: Nomadic Voices
Hafstadfjellet
The panoramic views from Hafstadfjellet Mountain will add 
a magical dimension to Nomadic Voices, a powerful musical 
encounter between two ancient music traditions: Jew’s harp 
and throat singing from the Mongolian highlands and 
male voice polyphonic songs from the Sardinian mountains. 
Indre Sunnfjord Hiking Association will be our guide.  Bus 
transport at 10.45 from Langebrutorget. Walk up to the top. 
After the performance we’ll walk to Bruland and return by 
bus to Førde. 

15.00-16.00 Otava Yo
Idrettshallen, Førdehuset
Otava Yo transform traditional Russian folk melodies to
lively, happy and danceable music. They give us glimpses
of life in the Russian countryside where love, celebrations, 
melancholy and wild behaviour combine into a kind of surreal 
harmony. Otava Yo take music highly seriously but have a laid-
back attitude to themselves. Experience music you probably 
didn’t know existed!

WEDNESDAY 1 JULY

THURSDAY 2 JULY

FRIDAY 3 JULY

SATURDAY 4 JULY

SUNDAY 5 JULY

17.00-19.00 Sarah-Jane Summers & Juhani Silvola
Fjordamattunet, Vassenden
With a basis in Sarah-Jane Summers’ traditions from
the Scottish Highlands, this Scottish-Finnish duo have 
created a novel musical landscape. The interplay resembles 
a mild flirtation: Sarah-Jane and Juhani love each other’s 
company. - and as the audience we’ll be drawn into music that 
oozes emotion. Interlude with coffee and snacks. Bus from 
Førdehuset at 16.15 and back afterwards is included in the 
ticket price.

18.00-19.00 Pilar Astola Flamenco Ensemble
United World College, Flekke
One of the most sought-after flamenco dancers, Pilar Astola, 
will give you an exceptional dance experience.
Here you will get up close to the expressive and dramatic
flamenco, to make the most of the intense interaction
between the dancers and musicians in the ensemble.
Bus from Førdehuset at 16.30 and back afterwards 
is included in the ticket price.

18.00-19.40 The Festival Film: Timbuktu
Lisjesalen, Førdehuset
See the description under Wednesday. Minimum age 15 years.

21.30-22.30 Basco
Festivalsalen, Scandic Sunnfjord Hotel & Spa
From Denmark, Sweden and Scotland come four young 
musicians who don’t hesitate to borrow from Scandinavian, 
English, Scottish, Irish and North American music traditions. 
Music full of atmosphere, personality and energy that will thrill 
you to the tips of your toes. 
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09.00-09.30 Morning has broken!
Nærleiken Kindergarten, Førde
Folk singer Kari Malmanger will take you into the big wood, 
where you’ll meet the rocking wood sprite, a troll, a prince, a 
wolf, a bear and many other animals. Age: 3 years and above

18.00 Let’s go on a camping trip! 
Sunnfjord Museum
Come and join us and the Children’s Hiking Association
in a celebration of the Outdoor Year with a trip round Mostien, 
with camping, a campfire atmosphere, food and music! In the 
evening two of our best local musicians, Synnøve S. Bjørset 
and Elin Grytting, will present “Weasel Bottom and the Giggling 
Goats”. We’ll spend the night in Sami tents or our own tents. 
More info at fordefestival.no. Age: All ages

18.30-19.00 Opening of the Festival Exhibition
Festplassen
The festival designer, Piotr Pucylo, has a special
eye for traditional instruments from around the world. This
year he’ll be exhibiting colourful prints in the park at 
Festplassen.

18.00-19.40 The Festival Film: Timbuktu
Lisjesalen, Førdehuset
French/Mauritanian drama. Minimum age 15 years. 
This Oscar-nominated film was named Film of the Year in 2014 
by French film critics. Timbuktu is a striking and humorous film 
about everyday life under militant Islamist occupation. Joint 
arrangement with Førde Cinema. See fordefestival.no.

20.00-21.00 Ulrika Bodén with Ahlberg, Ek and Roswall
Blomsterhagen Restaurant, Florø
We invite you to new festival experiences in Florø! This 
year you can look forward to beautiful folk songs and lively 
polskas with Ulrika Bodén, Emma Ahlberg, Daniel Ek and Niklas 
Roswall.

20.00-21.00 The Giorgos Xylouris Ensemble
Øren Hotel, Høyanger
Welcome to our very first festival concert in Høyanger!
Giorgos Xylouris is famous for his sensuous voice and
brilliant laouto playing, offering songs and dances from 
the Cretan mountains. With a Greek-inspired menu in the 
restaurant, there’ll be a great taverna atmosphere.

08.30-09.00 Morning has broken!
Sunnfjord Museum
Come and enjoy the fresh morning air with Synnøve
S. Bjørset, Elin Grytting and their fairy tales, songs and
stories from Sogn og Fjordane! Age: 3 years and above.

10.30-16.30  The Førde Conference 2015:
 Culture, Volunteering and Trust
Amfi Eikaas, Scandic Sunnfjord Hotel & Spa
Volunteering and participation in society are changing.
How does this affect our society? And are festivals and 
cultural life catalysts for the development of society?
Info at fordefestival.no

08.30-10.00 Festival Breakfast
Festplassen
With long tables, benches and a delicious breakfast buffet, we 
invite the whole town to a free festival breakfast in the open 
air. The Farmer’s Market and the Guild of Master Chefs will 
provide the food and drink, and the festival artists the music. 
The breakfast will be moved to Langebrutorget, under the 
Town Hall roof, if the weather’s bad. 

10.30-11.00 Festival Street Parade
Førdehuset to Førde Town Square
It’s a great feeling when a parade of music and
dance from the whole world streams through the town. We go 
from Førdehuset to the Town Square, where we invite you to 
a free gig with Basco from Denmark.
.
11.00-11.45 Basco
Torgscena, Førde Town Square
Basco are more than happy to borrow from Scandinavian, 
English, Scottish, Irish and North American music traditions in
creating their musical universe. This is atmospheric
folk music with a powerful personal touch! Free of charge. 

18.30-19.30  Janusz Prusinowski Kompania &
 Janusz Olejniczak
Festsalen, Førdehuset
With their own personal musical style, Janusz Prusinowski
Kompania forge a link between Polish traditional music and
Chopin’s classical masterpieces. And they’re bringing to Førde
the piano phenomenon Janusz Olejniczak, famous from the 
film The Pianist. 

18.30-19.30 Talent 2015
Teatersalen, Førdehuset
Under the leadership of Mahsa Vahdat and Andreas S. Ljones,
nine young folk music talents from Iran, Armenia and Norway
have exchanged music traditions and practised from morning 
to evening for barely a week They’ve made new friends and
they’re now ready for their first joint concert. This talent 
project is a cooperative effort with Concerts Norway and is 
supported by the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

20.30-22.00 Festival Gala
Idrettshallen, Førdehuset
In this celebration of music from around the world, we present 
a bunch of leading Norwegian and international performers: 
Rajery, Susanne Lundeng, Nomadic Voices, Ndima, Ulla 
Pirttijärvi & Ulda, Pilar Astola & Samvaad and Team Gløs Tøs.
Doors open at 20.00. Please come early
so people can enter smoothly and we can start on time. 

22.30-24.00 Dance in Førdehuset
Festsalen, Førdehuset
After a day of concerts and many new impressions, 
what better way to round it off than stepping out a 
reinlender, gliding through a waltz, or maybe you’d
prefer a pols? The Bjørkås Quintet will get your feet moving.

23.00-01.00 Columbi Egg
Hugleik Restaurant, Scandic Sunnfjord Hotel & Spa
Norway’s best folk music club has arrived with its
cordial host, Gabriel Fliflet. Tonight with: Fiddlers’ Bid,
Emilia Amper and the Linda Gytri Trio.

15.00-16.00 Driss el Maloumi Trio
Teatersalen, Førdehuset
The Oud magician Driss el Maloumi invites you to an intense
encounter between traditional Moroccan music and percussion
with its roots in Iran and Madagascar. Their precise interplay
oozes musical delight and gusto.

15.00-16.00 NRK Folk Tones
Torgscena
In collaboration with the regional broadcasting company, NRK 
Sogn og Fjordane, we present a fine bunch of folk musicians 
from the county: Gro Marie Svidal, Unni Løvlid and others, the 
Linda Gytri Trio and Firda Spelemannslag. Stian Sjursen Takle is 
your host. Free of charge.

09.00-09.30 Morning has broken!
Vieåsen Kindergarten, Tussero Section
Start the day in the open air and come along with folk singer 
Kari Malmanger to see the rocking wood sprite, the prince,
the wolf, the bear and many other animals
in the woods. Age: 3 years and above

10.30-11.30 Vietnam Water Puppetry
Langebrutorget, Sentrum Sør
Make sure you don’t miss one of the performances of this 
spectacular and exotic water puppet show, which we finally 
managed to bring to Førde. See the description under 
Thursday.

12.00-13.20 The Rajery Trio
Lunchtime Concert, Førde Town Hall
Rajery, the prince of the valiha, with his great devotion and
genuine delight, has spread poetic rhythms 
from Madagascar to the rest of the world. The trio’s beautiful 
harmonies and advanced string playing will transport you
to distant climes. On your journey you will be served
delicious food from Town Hall Chef Ståle Randal’s 
enticing kitchen. No discount for pass holders.

12.00-13.00  Susanne Lundeng:
 “Almost not quite like before”
Teatersalen, Førdehuset
Here Susanne Lundeng’s music will be inspired by her love of 
Northern Norway’s folk music traditions - traditions she may
partly have thought up herself. Alone on stage she can
be both self-ironic and profoundly serious. It’s all about 
North Norwegian nation-building, and a modern 
artist with a very personal voice.
Produced by: Riksscenen and the Førde Festival.

13.30-14.30 Dance 
Kathak-Flamenco
Teatersalen, Førdehuset
Mahua Shankar and Pilar Astola and their ensemble will 
bring you an exciting close encounter between the Indian 
Kathak and and the Spanish flamenco dances. These two very 
expressive dance traditions have more in common than you 
probably realise!

14.00-14.40 Children’s Performance: Dance, said the Fiddle!
Festsalen, Førdehuset
A little girl is taken as prisoner inside a mountain. With 
astuteness and guile, she tries to break free from the 
mountain king. Silje Onstad Hålien and Nina Fjeldet take us on 
an exciting journey to the kingdom of the sprites, accompanied 
by high kicks and fine fiddling in best Hardanger style!

14.00-14.30  Guided Tour: KjARTan Slettemark
 “The Art of being Art”
Sogn og Fjordane Museum of Fine Art
Using photographs, newspaper articles, etc., this exhibition 
reveals how Kjartan Slettemark put himself and his art in the 
public eye.

15.00-16.00  Benedicte Maurseth & Knut Hamre:
 Being Nothing
Haarklousalen, Førde Cultural School
After 24 years as a pupil of master fiddler Knut Hamre, 
Benedicte Maurseth realised that conversations with her 
master were just as important as her musical training. This 
realisation led to a book and the concert Being Nothing. 
Meet two distinguished Hardanger fiddlers as they play and 
converse. 

11.00-12.30 Festival Church Service
Førde Church
Service with music by Talent 2015.

11.30-13.00 Ndima
Teatersalen, Førdehuset
The members of Ndima belong to the Aka people, one of 
several pygmy tribes who live a nomadic life in the far north of 
the Republic of Congo. They have a wonderfully rich song and 
dance tradition regularly used for all kinds of village rituals. 
They are best known for their very unusual kind of yodelling, 
with techniques and vocals the world has scarcely ever heard. 
An exclusive experience for the whole family! 

PROGRAM

16.00-17.00 Vietnam Water Puppetry
Langebrutorget, Førde town centre
After years of planning, we’ve finally managed to bring this
spectacular water puppet show to Førde. The puppeteers and
puppets - and the specially built pool - come all the way from 
Vietnam. Dramatic stories and imaginative tales are performed 
to live music by puppets above and below water. A magnificent
spectacle for the whole family! And afterwards there will be
a thirty-minute backstage puppet demonstration.
With support of the Embassy of Viet Nam to Norway.

17.30-18.30 The Giorgos Xylouris Ensemble
Festsalen, Førdehuset
With his characteristic soft voice and his impressive
playing of the laouto - the Cretan lute - Giorgos
Xylouris & Co invite you to a Greek taverna atmosphere in 
Festsalen. Music, song and dance, all with their roots in the 
rich musical traditions of the Cretan mountains. The café will 
offer Greek-inspired titbits to complete the atmosphere. 

16.30-17.20 Villniss - The Seasons
Storsalen, Førdehuset
Dancing red shawls, snowflakes swirling to folk music rhythms
and a north wind blowing from all directions. In the midst of 
the universe of the dance group Villniss we find six inquisitive 
musicians and dancers meeting each other and themselves. 
The Seasons is a playful and evocative performance where the 
Villniss actors Andreas S. Ljones, Tuva Færden, Mari Midtli,
Anders Löfberg, Silje Onstad Hålien and Torkjell L. Børsheim
explore the power of nature and the changing seasons.

18.00-19.00 String 
Festsalen, Førdehuset
Four top musicians frolic on more than 80 strings when
they get together to explore the common features of
the Hardanger fiddle, nyckelharpa, sarangi and gadulka, which 
all have sympathetic strings. With Gro Marie Svidal, Emilia 
Amper, Murad Ali Khan and Peyo Peev. Compère: Bjørn Aksdal.

20.00-21.00 Frikar – GotoGuta World Premiere
Storsalen, Førdehuset
Fasten your seat belts! Frikar is back with a new bold
performance. Hallgrim Hansegård, Ådne Kolbjørnshus, Vetle
Springgard and Andris Hemsing will take you up to an 
imaginary mountain pathway where they’ll keep you on the 
edge of yourseat with their surreal antics. ‘GotoGuta’, Valdres 
dialect for ‘Backstreet Boys’, is a study in group dynamics 
and physicalcontact between boys. Exciting dance rhythms, 
Hardanger fiddleand things you’ve never seen before.
Producers: Frikar and the Førde Festival.

19.30-21.00 Opening Concert:
Idrettshallen, Førdehuset
Welcome to an evening in the company of Norwegian and 
international artists who will explore the differences and 
similarities between various musical traditions. Here you will 
be served with asty morsels from new productions by Vocal 
ConneXions with Unni Løvlid, Annie Ebrel, Julie Fowlis, Ulla 
Pirttijärvi, Gergana Dimitrova and Håkon Thelin. From the 
String ConneXions Project: Gro Marie Svidal, Emilia Amper and 
Peyo Peev. Also performing: Catrin Finch & Seckou Keita, Saïd 
El Maloumi and Houcine Baqir (Driss El Maloumi Trio), Fiddlers’ 
Bid, Noreum Machi and Frikar. Official opening by State 
Secretary Bjørgulv Vinje Borgundvaag. Doors open at 19.00. 
Please come early so people can enter smoothly and we can 
start on time!

21.30-23.30 Dance in Førdehuset
Festsalen, Førdehuset
Tonight you can swing to Norwegian dance music
by the Øyvind Sandum Trio and Greek rhythms by the
Giorgos Xylouris Ensemble. A festival pass/ticket for the
Opening Concert is valid for free admission.

22.00-24.00 A Taste of Morocco
with the Driss el Maloumi Trio
Hugleik Restaurant, Scandic Sunnfjord Hotel & Spa
Morocco has much to offer - delicious food and exciting music
and this evening you’ll be served with both. Driss
El Maloumi is a master of the oud, and serves up sparkling
musical gems with his two virtuoso percussionists. A chef from
the Marrakech Restaurant in Oslo has compiled
the Moroccan menu. No discount for pass holders.

23.00-01.30 Summer night at Jølster
Jølstra Museum, Vassenden
The intimate traditional houses in the Jølstra Museum welcome 
you to a new magical musical encounter. This year you can 
feast your ears on Knut and Ole Aastad Bråten, Emilia Amper, 
Samvaad, Julie Fowlis, musicians from Vietnam, and young 
talents from Iran, Armenia and Norway. Indre Sunnfjord 
Spelemannslag will play in the open. Sale of food and drink. 
Bus transport from Førdehuset at 22.15 and back afterwards 
is included in the ticket price.

13.30-14.30 INTRO-folk – Young Folk Musicians of the Year
Haarklousalen, Førde Cultural School
In INTRO-folk, six artists will be contesting for the title Young
Musician of the Year, and here two strong fiddle duos will be 
competing: the brothers Hans P. and Rasmus Kjorstad will 
challenge Bjørn Kåre Odde and Sivert Andreas Holmen. The 
winner will go through to the finals at Folkelarm 2015. Joint 
arrangement with FolkOrg.

13.30-14.30 Catrin Finch & Seckou Keita
Festsalen, Førdehuset
Catrin Finch and Seckou Keita’s debut album Clychau Dibon
made the duo the talk of the town in world music last year.
It topped all the international hit lists and their gigs
were sold out. Now it’s your turn to experience
this magically beautiful interplay between the Welsh harp,
concert harp and West African kora. 

21.00-22.45 Columbi Egg
Hugleik Restaurant, Scandic Sunnfjord Hotel & Spa
The ever-inspiring and good-humoured Bergen musician
Gabriel Fliflet creates a club atmosphere that’s on 
everyone’s lips. Tonight his guests are Ulrika Bodén
with Ahlgren, Ek and Roswall, Rajery and the Sandum Trio.
Minimum age 18 years.

21.00 Bus Trip with Festival Guide from Florø to Førde.
Take the festival bus to tonight’s big Celtic gig at
Festplassen in Førde (see below). More info and registration at
fordefestival.no. Return at 01.30.

19.30-20.30 Natacha Atlas
Idrettshallen, Førdehuset
Half Egyptian and half British, Natacha Atlas
has established herself as a bridge builder between cultures 
and music traditions. Since her career took off in the 90s, she 
has received much acclaim for her seamless mix of east and
west. Natacha Atlas has worked with names like Peter Gabriel
and Sinead O’Connor. She comes to Førde with her ten-man
acoustic band and a magnificent concert. Here you can enjoy
hypnotising rhythms, dance and the mystery of 1001 nights! 

21.00-22.00  Vocal
 Unni Løvlid with Singers
Førde Church
Powerful, atmospheric, new and old - all these words can
describe our first experience of the forceful voices of 
Unni Løvlid, Julie Fowlis, Annie Ebrel, Gergana Dimitrova (Eva 
Quartet) and Ulla Pirttijärvi together on stage. With Grete 
Pedersen (the Norwegian Soloists’ Choir) as producer, they 
will explore and challenge ornamentation, voice and melody in 
European folk song traditions. 

21.00-23.30 Dance in Førdehuset
Festsalen, Førdehuset
Put on your dancing shoes to the tones of Firda Spelemannslag,
Indre Sunnfjord Spelemannslag and the national festival winner
the Bjørkås Quintet.

11.00-11.45 Music in the Centre
Torgscena, Førde Town Square
From the festival stage in the town centre, you’ll be offered
short excerpts from the festival programme. Free of charge!

13.30-15.30 ‘Mystery Bike Tour: Ulrika Bodén
 with Ahlberg, Ek and Roswall
The Førde enthusiast Hans Jakob Reite will take you on a 
guided bike tour in the town centre, which will end up at a new 
festival arena. It’s intimate and homely - the perfect setting for
atmospheric Swedish folk music courtesy of Ulrika Bodén
and her musician friends. Start from Førdehuset. Contact
the Festival Office BEFORE 20 June to hire a bike.

12.00-13.30 Ulla Pirttijärvi & Ulda
Rytne Farm, Bygstad
Finnish Ulla Pirttijärvi-Länsman is one of the big
stars in Sapmis and here with her trio Ulda she will
offer new arrangements of the traditional Sami yoik. 
A perfect mix for the beautiful setting at the foot of 
Storehesten Mountain in Bygstad. Bus from Førdehuset at 
11.15 and back after the performance is included in the ticket 
price. Sale of food and drink.

12.00-13.00 Nomadic Voices
Roof Terrace, Sogn og Fjordane Museum of Fine Art
A magical encounter between music traditions from the 
Mongolian highlands and the mountains of Sardinia. Jew’s harp, 
throat singing and polyphonic singing in tenor - from a roof in 
town! Will be moved into the museum if the weather’s bad. The 
art exhibition will be open.

13.00-14.30 Family Sunday
Førdehuset
All ages are welcome to Førdehuset, which will be overflowing 
with music, song and dance from many lands. It’s all free today! 
The café and library will also be open. Detailed programme at 
fordefestival.no and on a notice in Førdehuset.

23.00-02.00 Celtic Night - Danú and Fiddlers’ Bid
Outdoor gig at Festplassen
Find a space in the park and enjoy a great night with two of
the best folk bands around: Danú from Ireland and Fiddlers’ 
Bid from Shetland at the same gig. When the musicians go off 
stage, DJ Darius Darek will let loose his global dance rhythms. 
If the weather’s bad, the gig will be moved indoors to Scandic 
Sunnfjord Hotel & Spa. Sale of food and drink. 

23.00-02.30 Festival 
Night
Festivalsalen and 
Barthold Bar, Scandic
Sunnfjord Hotel & Spa
A Norwegian and 
international dance 
party on two floors!
In the Barthold Bar, 
Sver will raise a musical 
toast to the party, 
the girls, music, and 
life! Their energetic 
interplay pumps life into 
weary souls
and showers the 
audience with health and happiness.
Here you’ll also find the young and energetic Team
Gløs Tøs, who always aim to inspire their audience to dance 
and sweat for all they’re worth! And maybe others will turn 
up… On the floor above, the top of the billing is Paulo Flores 
and suggestive semba music from Angola. Paulo Flores 
loves to invite his audiences to party, with semba
or other rhythms, so get on your best dancing shoes! 
Then it’s time for steamy desert blues from
Timbuktu in Mali. Khaira Arby and her band proudly
pass on a musical tradition which gets people
dancing the world over.

The Barthold Bar will be open from 21.30, and until the gigs
start, DJ Darius Darek will keep us going with multi-rhythmic
music from around the globe. Minimum age 20 years.
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12.00-13.00 The Linda Gytri Trio
Festsalen, Førdehuset
Linda Gytri’s music goes from heart to heart. Joyful breezes
in the midst of melancholy reflection. With the Finnish
piano legend Timo Alakotila and top bassist Anders
Bitustøyl on board, she released Audire earlier this year. 
The title means listen, which there’s every reason
to do when these three great musicians are on stage. 

12.30-13.00 Vietnam Water Puppetry
Langebrutorget, Førde town centre
Final performance of the spectacular water puppet show 
from Vietnam. See the description under Thursday.

15.00-16.00 Totó La Momposina
Festplassen
Meet legendary Totó La Momposina from Colombia! She’s
one of the musicians who have made cumbia, which is Afro-
Colombian rhythms with roots in African, Latin American Indian 
and Spanish culture, into one of the world’s most popular 
music genres. At 74 years old, Totó is still touring with her 
nine-man band. And even though the musicians sparkle, there 
is little doubt who is the star of the show.

17.00-18.00 Noreum Machi
Storsalen, Førdehuset
High intensity percussion combined with folk songs and 
dances have made Noreum Machi one of the most popular
Korean folk bands in the world. With old material
and traditional instruments, Noreum Machi have created a new
and audience-friendly performance that is as fascinating
as it is spectacular! In cooperation with KAMS.

17.30-19.30 Tones & Tapas
Hjarterommet, Sentrum Sør
Welcome to the colourful Hjarterommet (Heart Room), a 
beautiful and intimate setting for the duo Sarah-Jane Summers 
and Juhani Silvola. They will serve cleverly arranged Celtic-
inspired melodies to tapas from chef Christel Eide’s “My Little 
Kitchen”. This is therapy for body and soul! No discount for 
pass holders. 

13.00-13.30 706 Metres above Sea Level: Nomadic Voices
Hafstadfjellet
The panoramic views from Hafstadfjellet Mountain will add 
a magical dimension to Nomadic Voices, a powerful musical 
encounter between two ancient music traditions: Jew’s harp 
and throat singing from the Mongolian highlands and 
male voice polyphonic songs from the Sardinian mountains. 
Indre Sunnfjord Hiking Association will be our guide.  Bus 
transport at 10.45 from Langebrutorget. Walk up to the top. 
After the performance we’ll walk to Bruland and return by 
bus to Førde. 

15.00-16.00 Otava Yo
Idrettshallen, Førdehuset
Otava Yo transform traditional Russian folk melodies to
lively, happy and danceable music. They give us glimpses
of life in the Russian countryside where love, celebrations, 
melancholy and wild behaviour combine into a kind of surreal 
harmony. Otava Yo take music highly seriously but have a laid-
back attitude to themselves. Experience music you probably 
didn’t know existed!

WEDNESDAY 1 JULY

THURSDAY 2 JULY

FRIDAY 3 JULY

SATURDAY 4 JULY

SUNDAY 5 JULY

17.00-19.00 Sarah-Jane Summers & Juhani Silvola
Fjordamattunet, Vassenden
With a basis in Sarah-Jane Summers’ traditions from
the Scottish Highlands, this Scottish-Finnish duo have 
created a novel musical landscape. The interplay resembles 
a mild flirtation: Sarah-Jane and Juhani love each other’s 
company. - and as the audience we’ll be drawn into music that 
oozes emotion. Interlude with coffee and snacks. Bus from 
Førdehuset at 16.15 and back afterwards is included in the 
ticket price.

18.00-19.00 Pilar Astola Flamenco Ensemble
United World College, Flekke
One of the most sought-after flamenco dancers, Pilar Astola, 
will give you an exceptional dance experience.
Here you will get up close to the expressive and dramatic
flamenco, to make the most of the intense interaction
between the dancers and musicians in the ensemble.
Bus from Førdehuset at 16.30 and back afterwards 
is included in the ticket price.

18.00-19.40 The Festival Film: Timbuktu
Lisjesalen, Førdehuset
See the description under Wednesday. Minimum age 15 years.

21.30-22.30 Basco
Festivalsalen, Scandic Sunnfjord Hotel & Spa
From Denmark, Sweden and Scotland come four young 
musicians who don’t hesitate to borrow from Scandinavian, 
English, Scottish, Irish and North American music traditions. 
Music full of atmosphere, personality and energy that will thrill 
you to the tips of your toes. 
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